2. Numbered Heads Together

OBJECTIVES:


Cognitive:
To reinforce learning.








To foster the sharing of successful responses 








in the whole class or entire group.








To decide how information will be shared








among team members.






Affective:
To cooperate 








To teambuild








To see that each team member is prepared to








share an answer.
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TIME NEEDED:


Usually brief
MATERIALS 

NEEDED:



A Spinner
STEPS FOR NUMBERED HEADS TOGETHER

1. Instructor poses a question which has several possible answers.
2. Team members put their heads together forming possible answers.
3. Each team member must be prepared to speak for groups.
4. Instructor selects group member and “numbered head” in group.
Numbered Heads Together Continued
        Example Uses   Subject/Content

Question/Problem




Mathematics


How many equations can you generate? 







(e.g. x + 7x + 12 = 0)




Health



List as many complex carbohydrates as you can.




Literature


Name as many books as you can  written by women.




American History


How many American Presidents can you name?




Physiology


Name as many bones as you can that are in the arms 







and legs.




Music



How many classical composers can you identify?



Drug Education


Name as many illegal drugs as you can 




Business Education

If you were to start a business, what are some 







decisions you would have to make?




Staff Development

What are some characteristics for effective staff 







development programs?

ALTERNATIVE 

STRATEGIES:


1. Before the team members put their heads together to discuss the question posed, state this additional requirement: “Make certain that each member of your team have two different answers to the question that I just posed.”
2. Let the participants create the questions for the leader to pose
3. All numbered players can respond simultaneously to the question posed by the leader.  They can display their answers on cards, write on the chalkboard, and use nonverbal hand signs, etc.  This structure is called, Simultaneous Numbered heads Together.  
4. The leader can ask complex questions and invite team members to discuss how to respond to the questions posed.

COLLEGIAL

APPLICATIONS: 


Collegial groups are often asked to make presentations to others.  This is often perceived as anxiety-provoking.  Through using “Numbered Heads Together,” the collegial group can pool their resources, divide the task and practice what they will share with the audience.  


Sources: Spencer Kagan (1992). Cooperative Learning. San Juan Capistrano, CA: Kagan                                                                                                                                                                 


Cooperative Learning Company. 


Modified by: Joni Lien
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