1. The Interactive, Cooperative Lecture
The Interactive or Cooperative Lecture was developed by Johnson, Johnson, and Smith (1991). Drawing upon a wealth of research on the effectiveness and appropriateness of lecturing, they have designed a format that breaks up the lecture with brief periods of cooperative activity, which they say helps counter what is proclaimed as the main problem of lectures: the information passes from the notes of the instructor to the notes of the student without passing through the minds of either one.
During an Interactive Lecture, students work in pairs. Johnson, Johnson and Smith recommend that pairs be assigned at the beginning of class.  You may wish to develop a strategy so that students work with different partners each time.  If your students are already working in teams, you may choose to form pairs within the different team, or even to use the entire team for some activities.  The basic steps are:

1. Begin your lecture with a cooperative discussion task that includes an advanced organizer: a preview of the new concepts to be covered.  Ausebel (1963) found advanced organizers to be essential in helping students effectively organize and comprehend the material presented to them in a lecture. 

2. Lecture for 10 to 15 minutes.  After 15 minutes concentration declines sharply, even for highly motivated students.  (Penner 1984, Stuart and Rutherford 1978).
3.  Have students work in pairs or teams to answer a question, complete a discussion task, or solve a problem.  Students understand and retain more working cooperatively than they do when working individually.  (Johnson, et. al., 1991).


4. Call randomly on a few students. This ensures individual accountability for participation and gives more students an opportunity to participate.  

5.  Repeat the lecture and cooperative activity as many times as time permits.  

6. Bring closure to the lesson.  Have students engage in a discussion that summarizes the main points of the lecture and / or looks  ahead to the homework assignment.  

It’s important that the discussion, task or problem that you give students to do be specific.  Just saying, “Discuss the theory” isn’t enough to focus their discussion productively. I suggest starting out with Johnson, Johnson, and Smith’s Formulate Share Listen Create.  Ask a question and give your students these instructions:
1. Formulate your answer individually

2. Share your answer with your partner

3. Listen carefully to your partner’s answer

4. Create a new answer through your discussion
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