Essays for ENG101/SOC101

Weaving the Tapestry of Our Lives

Davenport and Heath

Paper #1

Narrative essay about a pivotal moment in your life.  The topic must have social implications beyond the personal experience, addressing how the experience made you either more or less a part of a community. The essay will also incorporate sociology perspectives discussed in class.  Prewriting will include viewing and writing about the film Grand Canyon.

Paper #2

Exploring course themes through an I-Search Paper.  Students will choose from the following topics:  domestic violence, homelessness, education, immigration, and poverty.  Starting with the question--how does this issue affect the tapestry of our lives?—students will pursue a study of their topic and tell the story of their search.  The goal of the search is to discover the question the student wants to answer in a persuasive essay (paper #3).  The search will involve data gathering, library research, and film analysis.  Each student will have an individual conference with instructors to help him or her determine the method of organization and development for the paper.

Paper #3

A persuasive essay taking a stand on the question posed in second essay.  The paper will be written from a particular sociological perspective and will incorporate other perspectives, along with an appropriate balance of ethos, logos, and pathos, and a clear Rogerian approach to the presentation of the thesis.  

Paper #4

A multigenre paper, consisting of several parts, including poetry, a polished journal entry on the novel, a reflection on the semester, a scholarship application letter, a cartoon, and a persuasive editorial.  This last assignment will be presented in the form of a portfolio of work.

Tortilla Curtain

We will begin reading, discussing and writing about this novel the eighth week of the semester.  Analysis of and commentary on the book will be incorporated into various parts of the final multigenre paper.

Service Learning

10 Hours Required.

Students who choose education or immigration as their topic for the second and third essays may do all of their service learning with the ESL students.  Those students who choose homelessness, poverty, or domestic violence must attend the Hunger Banquet and participate in Into the Streets.  Journal responses will be completed  at the time of the service, and commentary on the service learning may be incorporated into Paper #2 and must be used in Papers #3 and 4.

(Honors students will do all of the service learning projects for a total of 20 hours.)

