I-Search Paper

Look at a two-year-old grabbing books off a shelf, seeing how they open, ripping pages, finding out how they taste.  Not much different from a kitten first time out of his box.  Apparently we’re all born curious.






--Ken Macrorie

Assignment

Your own curiosity will drive your search for this project, and the method of organization for your essay will evolve from your search.  

But what will you be curious about? Search your journal. Review your first personal writings. What topic did you write about that you are interested in? (e.g. Effects of moving on a child?) Then review what you wrote about for your service learning project and see if there is a topic you would like to poke around with. (e.g. How to deal with the unreality of an Alzheimers’ patients speech.) Finally, look at the third essay you have written and see if there is a topic that you have been personally affected by. (For this angle do not prostelize about something you already believe, rather search for exploring something you haven’t already made up your mind about or don’t know about.)

Ken Macrorie, author of the book Searching Writing (Upper Montclair, NJ:  Boynton/Cook Publishers, Inc., 1984), the man who coined the term “I-Search,” suggests the following way of organizing:

· What I knew

· What I wanted to know and why

· What I found

· The question

One element of the first part must be identifying the precise topic you are addressing. The last part would be persuasive, convincing the reader that based on your search, you have determined the question, which must be answered, about your chosen issue.

Sample Beginnings

While none of the following examples from Searching Writing of openings for I-Search papers match your assignment, they still might provide ideas for how to begin your own essay.

What I know is, I’m twenty-five years old and just starting college.  I also know I have three children and if for some reason I have to support them by myself, I could not do a very good job of it. . . . (176).

I had never thought very much about my heritage until recently when I watched “Roots” on television. . . . (185)

I remember as a child spending many summer days swimming in the salt water at Fairfield Beach.  At night, as I lay in bed, I could hear the sounds of foghorns even though we lived three miles away.  I can’t recall ever seeing the beach in the colder months and as the years passed by, Long Island Sound became just a memory for me.

One recent year in the past I had the opportunity to visit the coastal areas of Maine and Cape Cod.  My curiosity was aroused and grew more and more as time went by.  I sensed that there was something special about the seacoast.  

I wondered what it was like to live on a New England beach year-round.  What was it like in the crisp air of autumn and the bleakness of winter, after the summer people headed for home?  What were the pleasures, as well as the dangers, of living near the sea? (192-3)

Writing the Essay

1. Write a three-page I-search essay that tells the story of your search for information and provides some information and insight about your topic. An I-Search essay “is designed to teach the writer and the reader something valuable about a chosen topic and about the nature of searching and discovery” (“English 52”). In your essay, include:

· What you know, assume, or imagine, including a look at your biases.

· What you wanted to know and why: a discussion of research questions. Note that this should be completed in several sections of your essay. 

· What you found through library research including both print sources and electronic databases and an interview, the Internet, or other research. Note that this should be completed in several sections of your essay.

· The question you came to at the end of your research and a discussion of why this is a primary research question people should pursue. 

· Final thoughts (for now!). Consider how this topic has relevance to people beyond those involved with your topic. This is where your I-Search starts to get persuasive.

Source Requirements

You must use at least three sources and include a works cited page. You must use at least one print source or interview and at least one source from an electronic database (a magazine, journal, or newspaper).

My purpose for assigning this essay is to help you to:

· write for a specific purpose and for a specific audience

· find, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize appropriate sources

· develop strategies for revising and proofreading for varied writing situations

· discover, develop and/or refine your process of organizing ideas

· grow as a thinker and a writer
· write persuasively
· prepare for research writing in ENG 102
· practice seeking understanding through questioning, research and actively engaging in a conversation with other writers and researchers
Audience
For this essay, you will specify your audience.
Process Grade Sheet

Evidence that you are fully engaging


Due

Credit

the writing process
(Each item is worth 10 points, unless otherwise noted.)

Give topic to Chris before class
(5 pts)       before 
4/12

_____

Participate in in-class library research


4/12

_____

Typed response to print source



4/14

_____

Participate in in-class library research


4/14

_____

Typed response to database source


4/19

_____

Participate in out-of-class library research

4/21

_____

 (4 or 5) Copies of workshop drafts due:

4/26

_____

Group workshopping session:



4/26

_____


Process packet due:




4/28

_____



Paper clip the packet together and 


turn it in at the start of class. 
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Present it in this order:



This Page



Revised  and Proofread Draft



Workshopped Copies



Copies of sources used 

   with portions used highlighted
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