Heather Horn’s Self-Assessment of English 101 Curriculum

Disclaimer: I’m sharing my assignments, not promoting them in any way, as this is the first time I’ve taught this sequence, and I plan to make some revisions in the future (based in part on others’ self-assessments).

What is your first essay?

Description/analysis of a community to which the student belongs

Why is this first? How does it relate to our common philosophy?  

It is first because it is experienced-based and demands a degree of reflection on which future papers will build.

How does it lead into your second essay?

I want students to think critically about their own communities before they begin exploring others’ communities.

What outcomes does this help students achieve?

--All rhetorical knowledge outcomes

--All process outcomes

--Critical thinking outcomes: “Use writing and reading for inquiring, learning, thinking, and communicating”

Are you using part of this essay assignment to help prepare students for ENG102? If so, how?

No.

What is your second essay?

I-Search paper developing and addressing questions about a local community, group, or subculture with which the student is unfamiliar

Why is this second? How does it relate to our common philosophy?  

Thematically, this paper fits best at this point.  It also focuses on critical thinking skills and on different kinds of research—too much to tackle at the beginning of the semester but something students need for the third paper and for 102.

How does it lead into your third essay?

The third paper asks students to look at arguments surrounding community issues.  I want students to be well-informed, to have practice thinking critically about others, and to have some idea what issues affect whom in our community.

What outcomes does this help students achieve?

--Rhetorical knowledge: “Using conventions of format and structure…,” “Organizing ideas and information for best effect,” “Adopting appropriate tone…”

--Critical thinking outcomes: “Understand a writing assignment as a series of tasks…,” “Integrate their own ideas with those of others”

--All process outcomes

Knowledge of conventions: “Recognize the conventions of appropriate documentation of sources”

Are you using part of this essay assignment to help prepare students for ENG102? If so, how?

Yes: Students gain experience finding and evaluating sources, developing topics and questions, conducting primary sources, and practicing MLA documentation.

What is your third essay?  

A critique of opinion pieces on community issues

Why is this third? How does it relate to our common philosophy?  

I don’t want students critiquing arguments until they’ve reflected upon where they’re coming from and have learned something about people different from themselves.

How does it lead into your fourth essay?

It doesn’t.  Ideally, I want students to write, for their fourth essay, their own opinion pieces or letters to lawmakers/community groups, but I ran out of  time this semester.

What outcomes does this help students achieve?

Emphasis on all areas of rhetorical knowledge and critical thinking

Are you using part of this essay assignment to help prepare students for ENG102? If so, how?

Understanding of rhetorical analysis and argumentative structure will help students better select and analyze sources in 102.

What is your fourth essay?

This first time around, my fourth essay is a combined revision and reflection assignment.  Students can choose to thoroughly revise one paper or to revise parts of any of their papers. 

Why is this fourth? How does it relate to our common philosophy?  

It is fourth because I want students to be able to apply anything and everything we’ve done this semester as they look back over their papers and select what they wish to revise.

What outcomes does this help students achieve?

--Critical thinking: Practice reflection about their writing

--All process outcomes

--Knowledge of conventions: Control syntax, grammar, punctuation, and spelling

Are you using part of this essay assignment to help prepare students for ENG102? If so, how?

I want students to critically reflect upon their work this semester before moving on to 102.

