Self-Assessment of English 101 Curriculum

What is your first essay? 

Rhetorical Analysis of an essay (several choices discussed collectively).

Why is this first? How does it relate to our common philosophy?  

It sets up a shared language about argument/appeals/audience/persuasion/purpose/subject/self (PASS) that students can apply to everyday information they encounter and to their other classes. 

They also look up information on the author/original publication. Any background info they use from the above is then listed on a Works Cited pg. It allows me to introduce MLA style at a very introductory level, even in the first essay. 

How does it lead into your second essay?

What outcomes does this help students achieve?

MLA

PASS

Engagement with an article of their choice that speaks to them

Are you using part of this essay assignment to help prepare students for ENG102? If so, how? Yes—MLA Works Cited/analysis of writing strategies/audience/purpose (PASS) 

What is your second essay?

Persuasive essay based on a current magazine article of their choice; they may either refute the article; respond reflectively to it; or translate their chosen article into a new article for a different magazine with a different audience. They do web research and some evaluation of audiences/purposes/writing approaches used in various magazines. We also use Infotrac for additional background research.

Here again, they use MLA Works Cited. 

Why is this second? How does it relate to our common philosophy? 

Since they now have some awareness and shared vocabulary about persuasion, I can talk about their own rhetorical strategies for purpose and audience. The assignment is meaningful to their personal interests. During feedback, students themselves use the terms/concepts/appeals from the first assignment to help critique each other’s work.

How does it lead into your third essay?

They will have seen magazine writing as a kind of public forum for writing and have thought about audience, etc. They will then analyze writing/speech in an actual public forum.

What outcomes does this help students achieve?

Seeing writing as a public medium/forum/PASS/critical thinking/analysis/MLA

Critical thinking/analysis/understanding audience/purpose/clarifying audience/purpose/understanding where and how to reach a particular audience/reflecting on their own choices/seeing other choices and purposes during peer feedback/introducing MLA style

Are you using part of this essay assignment to help prepare students for ENG102? If so, how? Persuasion/viewpoint, etc.

What is your third essay? The third essay will be based on a field trip to hear the Honor Series Speaker, science journalist Laurie Garrett, on global healthcare. We’ve looked at various civic engagement issues in their first two essays and in their readings. We also looked carefully at another science journalist’s article in Essay 1, even if not all of them wrote on it. The essay will apply rhetorical analysis and persuasive elements in response to the lecture.

Why is this third? How does it relate to our common philosophy?  

Gets them to see how issues are articulated in a public forum. It will hopefully also give them ideas on how to get involved in community issues. It will relate to previous essays.

Real-world connections.

How does it lead into your fourth essay? 

What outcomes does this help students achieve?

Are you using part of this essay assignment to help prepare students for ENG102? If so, how? 

What is your fourth essay? 

The fourth essay will be a personal reflective analysis essay that will ask them to reflect on the linkages between their previous assignments (content) and the strategies they have identified and applied to their own writing (form) and what things they have or will apply in other classes (ENG102 in particular) or in the workplace and what connections they would further like to explore and writing skills they have identified as needing further practice.

Why is this fourth? How does it relate to our common philosophy?  

Makes them aware of their personal connections to the learning process and helps to articulate their writing development/thinking/revising processes and will allow them to make connections across assignments and cap their portfolios.

Will help me see where they saw connections in both content materials and writing strategies and will help me fine-tune that. 

Involves a sharing with others of the learning/writing process through class feedback and how each of them saw connections.

What outcomes does this help students achieve?

Writing as a process of thinking. Seeing themselves as writers in a writing community.

Each of assignments involved analysis; this one involves analysis of self-learning and learning processes.

Metacognition skills.

MLA Style

Are you using part of this essay assignment to help prepare students for ENG102? If so, how?

Help to make them aware of areas for further development in 102.

