Self-Assessment of English 101 Curriculum

What is your first essay?

The first essay asks students to describe and elaborate upon the communities they inhabit.  They’re to provide three distinct anecdotes.

Why is this first? How does it relate to our common philosophy?  

My goals include giving them something that may be easier to write about—themselves—but that isn’t always the case.  I also want to start thinking about the communities they’re a part of so that we could possibly focus on those communities with future paper topics.  Also, it introduces them to process writing, as I try to structure activities that build up to the actual composition of the essay.  

How does it lead into your second essay?

Based on the communities they wrote about in Essay #1, students can do some web-research on issues that those communities deem important.  

What outcomes does this help students achieve?

Rhetorical knowledge (peer review, organizing ideas, purpose, etc.); critical thinking (reflection, peer review, etc.); process writing

Are you using part of this essay assignment to help prepare students for ENG102? If so, how?

Not completely—I would like to structure the assignment to be more critical by requiring more analysis of “community” and their roles in the different communities they’re a part of.  In one way, the assignment does prepare students for 102 in that it involves process and reflection.

What is your second essay?

The second essay asks students to analyze a film that relates to “family” in some way.  

Why is this second? How does it relate to our common philosophy?  

This assignment follows the second one because it deals with family, which is what many of them wrote about that in Essay #1.  I like using films because it broadens students’ views (hopefully) about the various models of family in film media.  

How does it lead into your third essay?

Currently, this assignment does not very neatly lead to the third essay.  Still working this out!  :0)

What outcomes does this help students achieve?
Critical thinking (learning how to use film scenes as evidence/support to back up claims/thesis statements, etc.); process writing (using notes, peer review, etc.); conventions (mini works cited page for film citation)

Are you using part of this essay assignment to help prepare students for ENG102? If so, how?

Yes--as a brief intro to MLA conventions and by doing some critical thinking by analyzing a different kind of ‘text.’

What is your third essay?

“Pajama Research,” which is my oh-so-clever way of asking students to not be so casual towards the research they conduct online.  I ask students to choose a topic important to themselves or their communities.  They then find three websites to analyze for bias, text, graphics, etc.  

Why is this third? How does it relate to our common philosophy?  

It’s third because it we’re moving along with topics, ideas, and research stuff.  This assignment (or something like it) is usually one of the first steps in 102.  

How does it lead into your fourth essay?

It leads nicely to the fourth essay.  See below.

What outcomes does this help students achieve?

Rhetorical knowledge; conventions; critical thinking – integrating ideas; processes

Are you using part of this essay assignment to help prepare students for ENG102? If so, how?

Yes, because I hope that it’s helping students become more aware of the research they conduct.  

What is your fourth essay?

It’s a continuation of Essay #3—it asks students to map out an issue/topic using the research they conducted before.  Instead of asserting a particular stand on an issue, students are asked to map out the various perspectives/conjectures on an issue to understand it better.  I’m hoping students will realize that issues are not just ‘pro/con.’  But, students will focus mainly on web resources.  I think that they all use the web so much that I’d like to make sure that they know how to use web sources effectively and critically.  I’d like to expand this assignment more in the future and include more library work.    

Why is this fourth? How does it relate to our common philosophy?  

Again, students are asked to choose an issue that affects them or their communities.  They can use the topic focused on in Essay #3, but they don’t have to.  

What outcomes does this help students achieve?

Rhetorical awareness; conventions; critical thinking; research process

Are you using part of this essay assignment to help prepare students for ENG102? If so, how?

I think it’s a good way to prepare for 102 by exposing students to more effective web research.  They will hopefully become more critical users of web sources.  

