English 102 Multigenre Research Project Overview

Your Portfolio

I would like you to think about the English 102 essays and assignments as distinct, but related chapters in a book.  They will all stand on their own, but anyone looking at them together should be able to see how they are connected.  By the end of the semester, you will have an impressive collection of essays that are organized around your interest in an environmental issue of your choice.    Below is a brief overview of the specific required essay and assignments [Separate assignment sheets will be provided for each major segment].

Genres or pieces your multigenre project must contain:

1) Title Page
2) Table of Contents
3) Preface/Introduction:  In this section, you should tie all the segments together, reflecting on your overall multigenre project and its contents.

4) The Project Plan Essay (2-3pp.) This initial essay will sketch out the other essays and genres you will include in your multigenre project.  It is useful to think of it as a preliminary exploration essay for the others that will follow.  In the essay’s introduction, you will explain your interest in the environmental issue and why you think it is an important issue.  The body of the essay will consist of segments that explain your plans for the other essays/projects in the class and how they connect to your larger theme.  Some initial research will be required for you to explain and defend your choices adequately.  In addition to proposing the other elements of your multigenre research project, make sure your Project Plan Essay includes the following 

a. What is your topic? Describe what you know about your topic.  What is your thinking about it?  Examine your biases in regards to the topic.  Why do you feel the way you do about what you know/think/feel?

b. Tell what you want to learn about.  What are some questions you think you should research?  List at least a dozen questions you have about your topic.  Why those questions?

c. What are some other people’s ideas about your topic?  Talk to family, friends, teachers, co-workers, librarians.

d. Describe the origins of your research.  What sparked your interest in the topic?  Why do you want to know more about it?

e. Describe your plan for collecting information about your topic.

f. What did you discover during your initial research?

g. What are the next questions you think you should research?  Why those questions?


h. What is the quality of your research at this point?  Evaluate its bias and the significance of its contribution to a conversation about the topic.


i. Conclude with an honest presentation of where you are going to go with what you have learned in relation to the topic you have explored.

j. Provide a preliminary bibliography

I started out with this essay because of its reflective nature:  relation to I-search where the essay focuses on the student’s research process in addition to the research topic/essay.  

It also allows me to introduce critical reading, paraphrasing, developing ideas, and finding, evaluating, integrating, and citing source materials without it being overwhelming to the student because  of the focus on personal writing in the assignment.  It also relates to outcomes listed in rhetorical knowledge because the student must consider how to organize ideas and info for best effect.  In essence, they propose and organization for their entire semester.  This is a skill that will hopefully transfer to each individual piece of writing.  I also like the way this assignment promotes critical thinking.  This approach encourages them to integrate their own ideas with others.  Sources can “overcome” students, take “control” of the research rather than the student being in control.  The reflective nature of this assignment helps prevent that.  Again, I’m hoping this transfers to their future assignments as well.  Also, this assignment promotes critical thinking because they are using writing as inquiry.  They are immediately analyzing sources for credibility.  At the same time, the different steps of writing/my interaction with the student will help them learn the accepted conventions of research writing as stated on the outcomes.

5) Two or more personal writing related to your topic.  Suggestions include poetry, short stories, cartoons, etc.  These must be your original work and the focus must be related to the theme of your research project.  Perhaps while you are watching the film for your analysis, you are inspired to write a poem on the topic.  

6) A Visual Element (or more):  one of your photographs, a drawing, charts, figures.  Again, these should be your original work if possible and the focus must be related to the theme of your research project.  

7) At least two interviews and transcriptions
8) At least two letters and responses 

9) The Analytical Essay (3-4 pp.)  In this essay, you will look at an artistic work, specifically a film, and offer a critical analysis of it.  This is NOT a movie or book review, but rather an essay that argues for a specific interpretation.  After you choose a film from the suggested list, you will research and discuss the movie in relation to the environmental theme portrayed in the movie.  Individually, you will write a 3 page paper analyzing this film in terms of its depiction of the chosen focus in an artistic format.  You will gather a minimum of 4 sources, including the film as one, to assist you in your analysis of film and research of the environmental topic.  Please note that this paragraph will comprise Segment #2 of your Project Plan Essay.  For this segment of your Project Plan Essay, you need not necessarily view the film at this point, but simply do a little background research on the film to give the reader a basic sense of the film and how it is connected to your overall theme.  You can get the year, stars and synopsis of the film at film.com or imdb.com (The Internet Movie Database), and you can look at reviews for your film at mrqe.com (The Movie Review Query Engine).  

The Analytical Essay builds on the skills/outcomes introduced in the Project Plan.  Here the emphasis is especially on critical analysis and the use of research to support a thesis.  You’ll note that it doesn’t require the student to do a lot of research or use a lot of research.  I don’t want to overwhelm them so the research takes over.  The assignment calls for them to integrate their own ideas.  It places great value on their own critical thinking/ideas, again using writing as inquiry.  However, the use of sources is crucial because we need to keep building on source retrieval, evaluation, integration and documentation.  

10) The Environmental Issue Essay (5-7 pp.)  In this essay, you are required to write an argumentative essay that addresses a particular issue within an environmental problem.  While the issue need not be overly controversial, it should be one about which there is some debate because you will be required to take a stance.  This essay is going to require a good deal of research because you must examine the issue at length and from a number of positions.  This paragraph will comprise Segment #1 of your Project Plan Essay.

This essay is probably the most challenging because it will require them to use multiple sources.  They should be applying the concepts they’ve learned writing the previous essays.  In this assignment, they will be writing persuasion and will need to be especially aware of audience and the role of audience.  We will spend a lot of time discussing persuasion.  This assignment will allow them to use credible sources to support their claim/ideas.  By this point, they should be able to adequately evaluate and synthesize sources.  Of course, the increased number of sources will probably cause problems, but reflective exercises/evaluation of sources should help them maintain control of the essay.  Ideally, we should see all the desired 102 outcomes in this paper.  

11) The Service Learning Essay (3-4 pp.)  This assignment gives you the opportunity to express your learning in an effective and interesting essay, use creative writing techniques and special effects, draw on primary and secondary sources, and espouse what you have learned about yourself, others and the environment through this service learning experience.  For this essay, you will choose a specific environmental focus that you will use as the primary focus of your paper.  For instance, if you did your service learning at the zoo, you might choose to write a personal essay that focuses on the Oryx, an endangered animal that the zoo has been instrumental in saving.  For the Project Plan Essay above, you will discuss why you chose the service learning site, what you hope to learn and achieve, and what you feel are possible environmental topics that you might be able to learn about while completing your service learning.  Try to bring in some visual genres here!

This paper comes here for many reasons.  First of all, they need time to complete the assignment.  Plus, it allows the student to explore a topic with support that comes from their own experience.  This essay values the type of information that comes from primary research and reinforces the value of the student’s own experience.  Plus,--the student’s are burning out by the end of the semester and I have found that ending the semester with this type of essay can tie all the outcomes together while acknowledging the needs of the students.  

12) The Reflective Essay (2-3pp.)  As you come to the completion of the semester, you will begin to compose your final essay in English 102, and essay that both concludes and reflects on your semester work/your multigenre research project.

This paper is crucial because it makes the student reflect on their writing.  I ask them to look at three areas in particular:  1)  their successes—why they feel they have done well, 2) on the areas that they feel are still developing, 3) and on how they might apply what they have learned from their writing to their future classes and other aspects of their life such as work.  The assignment asks them to refer to specific assignments as support for their insights.  What I hope to achieve here is an insight on the student:  how this class can/will affect their other classes.  If successful, the students reflection on what they have learned will help them transfer these skills to other areas of their life
13) A Final Bibliography
14) A Presentation to the class of the “heart” of your semester’s work
You must include in your project all of the above elements to meet the minimum requirements for this assignment.  Be aware that if you want to create a fully realized multigenre project, you’ll need to include more genres than these.  You can include any other elements that you wish.  Make this project your own!  Be Creative!

Don’t worry about all this or be overwhelmed by it.  There will be handouts, discussion, and help for you with each step as we go along.  Just work hard and keep up and it will go well.  Each of these pieces will be responded to and/or graded as you do them.  You will then have a chance to work on them and revise them before they become part of your overall final project.  One tip:  begin your research soon, make it part of your academic life, take notes and gather bibliographic information.  Immerse yourselves in your topic so the writing comes easy.

