English 101 Overcoming Writing Anxiety/ D. Clark

Assignment 1: Writing process


Students are asked to write an essay describing their writing process. They can choose the form the essay takes. Three forms discussed in class are narrative, use of a controlling metaphor, and process (step-by-step).

Why first? It opens up the discussion about what college-level writing is and what the writing process is, and begins the discussion of writing conventions and form. This assignment focuses on having students think a lot about their writing process and is generally not too hard to write. They have some creative freedom and they are often already pretty good at or familiar with writing narrative or step-by-step, for example, so they feel good about their first paper. This is particularly important for the writing anxiety class, since the students are typically pretty nervous about this first paper and how the whole process will work. Also, it gives us a language to work with when discussing writing and often helps them identify parts of the process that they could alter to reduce their anxiety and produce more effective papers.

Outcomes addressed: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, possibly 5 

Assignment 2: Analysis 


Students are asked to choose a non-academic written text (song, graffiti, advertisement) and discuss how the language and other aspects of the text reflect the community from which it comes. They must use support from the text to justify/explain their analysis. 

Why second? Introduces textual analysis; begins the process of teaching students how to use support for their ideas; begins the discussion of language as contextual, social; reinforces the discussion of the writing process (through invention activities, multiple drafts, peer response, etc.).

Outcomes addressed:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16

Assignment 3:   Persuasive essay 


Students are asked to choose a current topic related to writing and explore the discussion by doing some research to see what people are saying about it. They must then decide what they have to add to the discussion, and write a persuasive essay for the academic community asserting their position.

Why third?  Introduces limited primary and secondary research, synthesis of multiple texts, and some persuasive strategies; continues use of source material to support assertions; continues the discussion of writing as contextual; continues the discussion of academic writing conventions. 

Outcomes addressed: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, possibly 9 and 11

Assignment 4:  Putting writing to work 


Students are asked to choose something they would like to accomplish through writing (e.g. writing a letter of complaint or a letter of recommendation; writing a letter to the editor or their congressperson about a topic that is important to them; creating a website, brochure, or advertisement; writing an informational pamphlet for a community outreach program; writing something for work). They may work on this individually or with other students. 

Why fourth?  


This is the last formal paper assignment (although students will still put together a portfolio), and I want it to be something meaningful for the students. The assignment also continues the discussion of writing as contextual and potentially powerful. Students are asked to write for an audience other than the academic community, which is often a relief to them, especially near the end of the semester, when big assignments are often due in other classes. Students can also incorporate service learning into this assignment if they choose to do so. 

Outcomes addressed: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, possibly 5, 10, 17

Assignment 5: Portfolio


For this paper, students are asked to reflect on the writing they’ve done over the course of the semester, their growth as writers, and what they would like to continue to improve upon. Students are asked to self-assess, to examine the writing they’ve done in this and other classes this semester, and indicate what writing goals they have accomplished. They will also indicate what they have not yet mastered and what they would like to continue to work on in ENG102 and in other classes in which they are required to write.

Why last?  This paper is designed to increase student awareness of themselves as writers and their writing accomplishments. They will also better understand that learning how to write is an on-going process that does not end once they’ve passed 101 and 102. It’s a good way to end the semester, as students reflect on what they have learned and identify future writing goals.

Outcomes addressed: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, possibly 10, 17

Combined, these five assignments (along with the homework and in-class activities planned), give students the opportunity to analyze a variety of written texts, write for different purposes and audiences, see writing as highly contextual, understand writing as  process, begin to learn the conventions of academic writing, assess their writing and that of others, work collaboratively, and use writing in personally meaningful ways. 

