Chris Schnick’s English 101 Curriculum:

Letter of Introduction

In this first writing, students introduce themselves to me as a writer and a learner.

My purpose for assigning this essay is to:

· get students writing right away

· obtain a sense of who students are as writers and learners

· get a glimpse of students writing ability
Essay #1

Know Thyself: an Identity Story
After completing about 7 personal journal freewrites, students chose one to turn into an essay. They also include either an extended analogy or an original poem to help advance their theme.

My purpose for assigning this essay is to help students see that they:

· are a fount of stories

· can see who they are some through writing

· can think and write creatively using a process involving prewriting, writing, and revising

· can find and write stories, discover a purpose in their writing, and revise their writing to more effectively support their purpose
Essay #2

Service Learning: Exploring Experience and Pop Culture


Students perform meaningful service in their community and then reflect on it. In addition they complete short writing assignments that have them look at what they read, what they view (film, dance, concerts, etc.), what they listen to (songs, music), what they see (art, nature, graffiti, etc.) and what they do (work, snowboard, walk the dog, etc,) They choose three of these popular culture experience writings and collage them with their service learning writing crafting transitions and arriving at a thesis in the process.

My purpose for assigning this essay is to help students to work on the following:

· write for a specific purpose and for a specific audience

· provide effective and varied support for the purpose of your writing

· find and synthesize appropriate sources. 

· develop strategies for prewriting, drafting, and revising

· discover, develop and/or refine your process of organizing ideas and your writing style and voice. This includes working on transitions.

Essay #3

Cultural Analysis Letter: Issues of Culture and Home

Students analyze and synthesize two of five essays that they read which explore community, public places, and interaction between different people in America to craft a persuasive essay to an author. Along with this analysis and synthesis, they include an interview with someone who can add to their ideas or an observation or interaction log that captures a public experience (such as a crowded coffee shop) relating to their ideas. 

My purpose for assigning this essay is to help students to work on the following:

· write for a specific purpose and for a specific audience

· provide effective and varied support for the purpose of your writing

· analyze and synthesize appropriate sources

· develop strategies for drafting, revising, and proofreading for varied writing situations

· discover, develop and/or refine your process of organizing ideas

· grow as a thinker and a writer.

Essay #4

I-Search Essay: Civic Engagement
Students write about what they discover through researching a topic that involves civic engagement. They also reflect on their thinking and beliefs as they research. Part of the student research is attending a campus event.

My purpose for assigning this essay is to help students to work on the following:

· write for a specific purpose and for a specific audience

· find, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize appropriate sources

· develop strategies for revising and proofreading for varied writing situations

· discover, develop and/or refine your process of organizing ideas

· grow as a thinker and a writer
· write persuasively
· prepare for research writing in ENG 102
· practice seeking understanding through questioning, research and actively engaging in a conversation with other writers and researchers
Portfolio cover letter

I end my semester with portfolio evaluation. The cover letter for the portfolio is an essay that along with the writing in the portfolio, proves how well students have met the course goals.

